U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Regional Highlights

Great Lakes - Big Rivers

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin

Regional Vision Statement
“We will work shoulder to shoulder with
states, tribes and our many other partners
to achieve our goal of making the Region a
better place for fish and wildlife and the
people who enjoy them.”

2002 Regional Facts
e Employment: 1,088 people
e Managed Acres: 1.29 million
e The Fiscal Year 2002 Budget for Regional
Service activities totals $75.7 million
e More than 126,000 school children
participated in Service educational programs
e More than 7.5 million people visited
Refuges throughout Region 3 to hunt, fish,
participate in interpretive programs, and
view wildlife
e Region 3 is the national lead coordinator
for recovery efforts of the bald eagle and gray
wolf

Refuge Program Facts
e 52 National Wildlife Refuges
e 15 Wetland Management Districts
e More than 280,000 acres in waterfowl
production areas
e The Refuge System will celebrate “A
Century of Conservation” on March 14, 2003

Other Regional Programs

and Offices
6 National Fish Hatcheries
10 Fisheries stations
10 Ecological Services offices
22 Law Enforcement offices
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Federal Aid Program
In Fiscal Year 2002, the Region’s Federal Aid
Office managed $96.7 million to help
strengthen sport fish and wildlife restoration
programs throughout the states within
Region 3.

Federal Aid Apportionments

FY2002
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The Region is Committed to:
e Expanded partnerships, which offer
innovative opportunities to enhance the
Region’s fish and wildlife resources
e Healthy fish and wildlife trust species
(migratory birds, endangered species and
interjurisdictional fish) populations, and
habitats that support them
e Providing the public with quality hunting,
fishing, wildlife watching, and other wildlife-
dependent recreational opportunities on
Service lands
e A clearly defined U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service organization dedicated to employee
excellence, reflecting the nation’s rich
diversity and providing quality service and
decision-making to the resources in our trust
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