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Animal Caretaker, WG-5048-3 R3-7

Introduction

Performs a variety of duties necessary In the breeding, rearing and caring of fish. Work requires
basic knowledge of the animals' characteristics, needs, and behavior, and skill in observing,
handling, and controlling them.

A. MAJOR DUTIES:

Incumbent will be responsible for providing the basic needs for an assigned group of fish.
This involves: observing animals for obvious changes of appearance and activity.
providing standard feeds and liquids, catching and handling fish, maintaining control of
animals, transferring fish from one location to another. etc.

Incumbent will perform a variety of maintenance tasks as required. Duties include:
cleaning and disinfecting cages, pens, troughs, ponds, tanks, or raceways; sorting,
weighing, counting, and grooming of animals.

Operates hand and powered (walking type) lawnmowers, clears trees and brush from
facility areas using an axe, brush hook, hatchet, handsaw or other similar hand tools;
empties garbage and trash cans; paints fences and posts; washes and cleans cars.
equipment and trucks.

Loads-and unloads trucks and other conveyances; moves supplies and materials to specific
locations; stocks materials for storage.

May be called upon to perform other miscellaneous duties not requiring any special skills,
training, or experience.

B. SKILI, AND KNOWLEDGE:

Knowledge of the fish particular to the work station, including their characteristics, needs,
and behavior.

Knowledge of the standard procedures for observing, feeding, handling, and controlling
fish without injuring them.

Ability to accurately record data with brief comments on surrounding environment or
conditions.

Ability to keep fish cultural equipment in good operating condition by reporting problems
or making simple repairs to traps, fences, tools, etc.



Animal Caretaker, WG-5048-3 R3-7

C. RESPONSIBILITY:

Duties will be performed according to specific schedules and instructions utilizing routine
methods. Incumbent will be responsible for identifying and making judgments of animals’
appearance and activities, and reports obvious changes to the supervisor. Work will be
checked to see that specific work schedules and instructions have been followed and to
ensure that the animals' basic needs are provided for.

D. PHYSICAL EFFORT:

Work often requires lifting and carrying feed materials weighing up to 50 pounds and
frequently handling items such as feed trays weighing up to 20 pounds. Incumbent walks
or stands for extended periods and frequently works in a bent position.

E. WORKING CONDITIONS:

Work is performed Inside and outside with frequent exposure to wet/ slippery surfaces,
bites, scratches. animal wastes, unpleasant odors, noises and variable weather conditions.
May also be exposed to contagious diseases.

A condition of employment is the wearing of the official U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
uniform in a manner prescribed in 3 AM 3 of the Administrative Manuel. Incumbent is
required to obtain and properly wear uniform components within Class and




